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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to apphcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this exammer's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Philip C. Mendes da Costa on 1/12/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification 

Page 14, line 16, - In accordance with this invention, conduit or passage 64 does not 
Mii.,iciiKc III cross-sectional area in the downstream direction (i.e. in the direction fi-om the first 
cyclonic cleaning stage to the second cyclonic cleaning stage 60). Passage 64 may have a cross 
sectional area which is approximately the same as the cross sectional area of first cyclonic 
cleaning stage outlet 40 and may be defined by a single conduit. Preferably, as shown in Figure 
3, second stage cyclones 62 at least partially surround passage 64. More preferably, passage 64 is 
at least partially defined by second stage cyclones 62. Passage 64 is preferably substantially free 
of horizontal spaces that are transverse to the direction of fluid flow through passage 64 and is 
preferably substantially free of any dead air spaces and/or regions that are adapted to separate 
particulate matter firom the air stream.- has been inserted before 'The'. 

Claims 49-57 have been canceled without prejudice to applicant's right to file a 
continuing application. 

Claim 74, lines 2 and 3, 'dirty air inlet' has been replaced with -nozzle-. 
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2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: 64 will be inserted into figure 3, directed to the passage/conduit below #66. 
In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon 
drawing changes. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art discloses 
a dust collector having a dirty air inlet, a first cyclonic cleaning stage with an inlet and an outlet 
having a cyclone, a second cyclonic cleaning stage with an inlet and an outlet positioned in series 
with the first cyclonic cleaning stage wherein the second cyclonic cleaning stage has a plurality 
of second stage cyclones and a passage connecting the first cyclonic cleaning stage outlet with 
the second cyclonic cleaning stage inlet, wherein the passage does not increase in cross-sectional 
area in a downstream direction HOWEVER does not disclose or fairly suggest the dust collector 
being located in a vacuum cleaner and therefore does not have a nozzle or suction source. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa T. Snider whose telephone number is (571) 272-1277. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Wednesday-Friday (6:30AM-3:00PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1281. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1300. 



Theresa T. Snider 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 


1/12/2004 


THERESAT. SNIDER 
PR,AflARY EXAMINER 


